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entreated him to let me die, and to consent to sub-
stitute in my place a sick officer, he absolutely
refused. Accordingly, as I had become useless from
that time, on account of the condition in which I was,
the rest of the garrison received general absolution,
while they supported me by the arms; then, having
bound me upon a sledge, to which 2 great dogs were
harnessed, they set out, passing over a frozen lake.
The ice broke, and, carefully bundled upon this
sledge, I was in this condition plunged into the water.
The dogs which were attached to it kept me above
the ice, to which they held fast with their claws.
To rescue me from this peril needed great careful-
ness, because the ice which surrounded me was
broken on all sides. Finally, when they were draw-
ing me out of the water, the rope broke, and I ran
the risk of being drowned. Being withdrawn from
the water and again placed upon the ice, the dogs
were too much fatigued; and some french Canadians
and soldiers who were with us took the trouble to
drag me, now over the ice, now over the snow, by
turns,— without discontinuing their march, because
the Iroquois were following in their track; and
because they wished to keep the advantage that they
had over them, for fear that they might attack us.
It was necessary, then, all wet as I was, to wait
until g o’clock in the evening to warm myself under
cover of night; and to leave our halting-place early
in the morning, and again betake ourselves to the
ice, to conceal our footsteps from the enemy. The
foe continued to follow us, but at a great distance,
on account of the haste that we made during the
journey, which lasted 7 days and a half. When I
arrived at Montréal,— which is the frontier post, at



